
Understanding Earnings

1 Day (for dates see www.niri.org)
Pre-conference

SUMMARY

If you work with earnings as part of your IR or corporate communications 
role, but are not a finance specialist, then this course is for you. In just one 
day, we will help you understand accounting information, be able to identify 
headline points and raise the pertinent questions around earnings, all by 
looking through the eyes of your target audiences.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

• Newcomers to IR and corporate communications in a listed company 
environment

• Senior communicators with little or no finance experience

• Anyone working in a communications role with responsibility for earnings 
reporting or communicating earnings internally or externally

OUTCOMES

• Develop your financial fluency and be able to talk the language of 
analysts, investors and the financial media

• Gain a good understanding of balance sheets and income statements

• Be able to work with non-GAAP numbers

• Appreciate what is crucial to communicate around earnings

+44 1572 717000
www.financetalking.com

703.562.7680 
www.niri.org



WHAT’S INCLUDED

• Breakfast and lunch
• All your course materials
• A copy of our printed financial glossary
• Access to our tutors by phone or email should you have any questions after your course

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

The Big Picture
• The perspectives of financial audiences
• Sell-side analysts and the role of guidance 
• Comparing results to consensus

Accounting Essentials
• The key financial statements and how they fit 

together 
• The FinanceTalking accounting board game
• The difference between profits and cash
• Depreciation, amortization and EBITDA
• Goodwill and impairment
• Using adjusted/non-GAAP numbers
• Earnings releases - how analysts, investors and 

journalists use your financial information

Working with Financial Information
• Reviewing balance sheets and asking questions
• Reviewing income statements and asking

questions
• Non-GAAP measures – what they tell you and what 

questions they raise
• Identifying headline numbers
• Key messages to get across 

Earnings Best Practices
• Examples from companies who do it well

Summary and conclusion
• Where to go from here

HOW YOU WILL LEARN
You will learn through engaging, interactive case studies from a range of sectors and practical exercises designed to 
simulate real life scenarios.

COURSE FEE

$999.00 NIRI members / $1,199.00 non members


